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State, which demands that every quarrel (save its own 
political differences) shall be settled by courts of jus- 
tice. Black slavery also died hard financially. 

There are large wads to divide in the War Depart- 
ment. A few gun manufacturers and a handful of 
superannuated patriots are constantly busy in Wash- 
ington keeping the pot boiling for bigger appropria- 
tions. They have their noses so close to the till that 
they have not listened to the well-ordered chorus which 
is calling "halt" to the expenditure of money and men 
for the rule of might. 

During the past year, while visiting American cities 
from coast to coast with the Baroness von Suttner, we 
found everywhere an unopposed sentiment among the 
masses for the internationalizing of our sympathies. 
This was so overwhelming, even among leaders and 
politicians, that this foreign noblewoman came back to 
Europe inspired with a full message of prophecy, and 
instead of resting after the arduous labors in America 
she instantly took advantage of the situation and is 
lecturing to throngs of people all over the German 
States. Her message is: "What the American Ideal 
Has Taught Me." She calls it a "revelation, an awak- 
ening, a light-picture to the consciousness." Her burn- 
ing words, telling what is being done in America by 
the women, the philanthropists, the reformers, by jour- 
nalists, politicians, ministers, university men, and all 
the rest, for the social welfare not only of the American 
classes, but for foreign masses, are rousing such cheers 
for Americanism over here that even the papers, which 
generally deride the Yankee, have given much attention 
to her theme. 

In May there will be another army at work in The 
Hague, a congress, this time of women, who meet to 
propagate the plans for the coming year for the study 
of the internationalistic questions. The hour is ripe, for 
the peoples of this war-burdened Europe are so des- 
perate over the agony and uncertainty in which they 
are constantly kept by the greedy ruling class that they 
are ready for the subject of disarmament as never be- 
fore. They will take hold of a rousing peace program 
with an appetite. And the women must kindle the 
sentiment among the families and the masses. The 
church and school have no such power here, and the 
newspapers are all subsidized. The women are the nat- 
ural propagators, as was proven even in Turkey when 
they worked for a constitution. 

So the women at The Hague in May are going to 
make this new program ready. The International 
Oouncil of Women will spend a full week at The Hague 
deliberating and planning. Then they will proceed 
from one capital to another in a sort of pageant, going 
from The Hague to Paris for a week, then on to Vienna, 
then on to the International Suffrage Convention at 
Budapest, then on to Berlin and London and several 
smaller capitals on the route. Everywhere they will be 
received with honors and entertained and presented. 

It is urged that the American clubwomen who have 
time and heart for the broader international matters 
join in this tour. If they realized how the European 
women look to them for aid and co-operation in these 
matters of world importance they would take a stronger 
hand. It is the cry of the moment among the women 
over here, Why do not our American sisters co-operate 
more fully? 



If we would down the war spirit at home and kill out 
the fear of war attack at home, we must help kill out 
the spirit of hate from this side, where our war ad- 
visers so solemnly warn us our enemy is lurking. 

Let us as women in this decade add our quota to the 
work in progress, which is to eliminate this mutual 
international dread- which wise statesmen can only feed. 
We women must root it out with the planting of inter- 
national sympathies. • We can help bring the thinkers 
and lovers of the races together through international 
visits. Many splendid European women are ready to 
go to the United States and bring splendid messages 
out of the lives of their peoples — a large per cent of 
which peoples we already have in our midst. Let 
American women come over here for something more 
than their styles or summer vacations. Let the clubs 
take this matter under consideration and send their 
representatives to help bring about this movement for 
mutual racial sympathy. There is something more to 
win than open markets ; there is really to win the larger 
view and closer understanding which alone will make 
for peace and cordial inter-relations. 

I should be very glad to hear from any individually 
or in groups on this matter and would help arrange for 
such as wish to join us in May. Let us take a stronger 
hand in these European matters — in these continental 
questions where really in embryo lie all our own Ameri- 
can problems sent over by the shipload. 

Grinzing, Vienna. 
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Unseen Empire. A study of the plight of nations 
that do not pay their debts. By David Starr Jor- 
dan. Boston: American Unitarian Association. 
12mo. 211 pp. $1.25 net. 

All peace workers are familiar with Dr. Jordan's 
books, "The Blood of the Nation" and "The Human 
Harvest," dealing with the hereditary effects of war. 
He has continued his researches into the causes and re- 
sults 6f the war system, and has given us in this concise 
little volume, "Unseen Empire," a study of what he 
terms "the euthenics of war." 

"I have tried to show," he says by way of introduc- 
tion, "that civilized nations are, one and all, in their 
degree, under the dominion of a power stronger than 
kings or parliaments, more lasting than armies or na- 
vies — that is, the Unseen Empire of Finance." This 
power has now passed from the hands of individuals to 
an impersonal Empire of Debt, which controls the des- 
tinies of nations to a far greater extent than we realize. 

Dr. Jordan first traces the rise of "the pawnbrokers 
of the world," beginning with the story of the house of 
Eothschild, and summing up in this terse sentence: 
"The bankers of today hold Europe in peace, because, 
indeed, they hold Europe !" 

He then describes the growth of the national debt of 
the leading nations, and discusses the present cost of 
war, the burden of armament, and its relation to the 
cost of living and the present social unrest. 

In chapter IV, on "The Control of Nations," we are 
shown the way in which all of Europe's financial af- 
fairs, including questions of war and peace, are now in 
the hands of the money lenders. "Sea Power," what 
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it costs the governments and what it brings of indus- 
trial burden in return, and "Syndicates for War"— the 
"armament lobby of Europe," with the "war scare" as 
its weapon — are next vividly described. 

War today can probably never be international; it 
may be civil or imperial. Professional interest, the 
hidden trail of diplomatic intrigue, the "mirage of the 
map," the desire to be a world power — all serve as fuel 
to fan the flame of possible war. The only check to 
civil war, in Dr. Jordan's opinion, is in the establish- 
ment of democracy. Imperial war is not so easily pre- 
ventable, owing to the desire for enlarged possession on 
the part of the civilized nations. 

The concluding chapters on "Retrenchment" and 
"The Passing of War" show the way out of the burden 
of debt in which the nations are involved and the way 
into the glorious future when war shall be discarded. 

"Science has slain war. ... It remains for 
Finance to give it a decent burial." 

An appendix is included in the volume which illus- 
trates the cost of armament and other expenses of the 
great nations. 



The Human Slaughter-house. By Wilhelm Lams- 
zus. Translated by Oakley Williams. With In- 
troduction by Alfred Nbyes. ISTew York: Fred- 
erick A. Stokes Co. 127 pp. 50 cents net; post- 
paid, 56 cents. 

The pacifists of the early part of the last century 
often emphasized the horrors of war. In these latter 
days we have been stressing the importance of courts and 
arbitrations as the rational substitute for war. Prof. 
Wilhelm Lamszus, a German public schoolmaster, has 
gone back to first principles and given to us in his 
"Menschenschlachthaus" a most expert and convincing 
picture of a modern war. In this little book one finds 
revealed the automatic, mechanical, blind heartlessness 
of the soldier's sacrifice — no longer the "honorable sol- 
dier's death," but the death by "experts," by "mecha- 
nicians," by "machinery." In these few pages the artist 
paints for us with the realization of a Zola the blood- 
red madness of battle, the big, glazed eyes and clawing 
fingers of death. We are shown with a few master 
strokes how our boasted civilization turns its Christ 
into a wooden puppet, and for its patron saint enthrones 
in His place the fiery Djengis Khan. It is not sur- 
prising that this book has reached a sale of 100,000 
copies in Germany ; that it is being translated into eight 
foreign languages. We readily understand why the 
author was removed from his official position by the 
government, and, encouraging fact, that he was rein- 
stated because of the weight of public opinion. Any 
reader of this book will understand why the author 
received a vote of thanks from the Nineteenth Univer- 
sal Peace Congress at Geneva. 



The Two Hague Conferences. By Joseph H. Choate. 
Princeton: The Princeton University Press. 124 
pages, cloth. Price, $1.00 net. 

The two chapters of this book were the Stafford Little 
lectures of 1912 at Princeton University. No better 
interpretation of the two Hague Conferences, their work 



and significance, and promise of large, lasting influence 
on the world has appeared than is found in these pages. 
Indeed, of the briefer books we do not hesitate to say 
that this is the best, so far as we have seen. Mr. 
Choate's extended diplomatic experience as ambassador 
and his service as head of the United States Commis- 
sion in the Second Hague Conference made it possible 
for him to interpret these international gatherings as 
few men could do. Add to this his acumen, fine in- 
sight, and remarkably clear, simple, and attractive style, 
and you have all the conditions of a perfect book. Stu- 
dents of the Hague Conferences cannot do better than 
to begin their studies with Mr. Choate's lectures. 
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